Diamonds in the Dust
The Lay of the Land: Jericho
Props:
■
■
■

Pottery Shards
Head pieces
Shofar

Jericho General:
World's oldest city
o
o

remains of 20 successive settlements,
dating back 11,000 years.

World’s lowest city
Why strategic:
■

Water:
▪ spring Jericho is fed by “Elisha’s spring,” which today still produces over 1,000
gallons of water per minute
▪ Close to Jordan River

12 miles north of Dead Sea Scroll Caves. 15 miles east of Jerusalem.
■
■
■
o

3300’ lower than Jerusalem (2500’ vs -846’); 3 Empire state buildings
You go up to Jerusalem/Down to Jericho
Parable of the Good Samaritan
Wadi Qelt
● Wadi = dried up river bed
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Jericho Today:

o

Palestinian Territories: West Bank
o

The black and white chequered keffiyeh has become a symbol of Palestinian nationalism
(Fatah; Arafat)
Red and white – possibly Marxist branch of PLO
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Jericho -- stronghold of the Palestinian Authority
Other Key Cities of West Bank
●
●
●

Ramallah
East Jerusalem
Bethlehem

Oasis

■

around 20,000 people; almost all Arab (Muslim or Christian); about the same as Carlisle

Note the Large Houses for multi-generational families
●

“In my Father’s House are many rooms…”

Produce: lemons, citrus, bananas, date palms,

4

Jericho in the Time of Jesus
■
■

John the Baptist baptized people in the waters of the Jordan River, just east of Jericho,
The desert to the north of Jericho and the Mount of Temptation -- Jesus fasted for 40 days
o History vs. Tradition

Matt 4:8

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down
and worship me.”
■
■

Just outside the Old City lies the road on which Jesus restored the blind beggar Bartimaeus’
sight (Mark 10:46-55).
Within the Old City a sycamore tree still stands that is said to be the tree the tax collector
Zacchaeus climbed to see Jesus amid a throng of followers. Zacchaeus later became a convert
and gave one-half his fortune to the poor (Luke, 19).

Home of Herod’s Winter Palace – why not summer palace? TOO HOT.
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Masada – overlooks Dead Sea – at Elevation – Cool breezes

Herod – 15 palaces
o
o
o

Masada
Machareus where John Baptist executed
Jerusalem
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o
■

Jericho
Jordan’s King Agudullah – 10 official; Plus 7 personal in UK and 3 Malibu properties “resort hotel-like mega mansion” containing 26 rooms, overlooking a stretch of coastline
made famous as the location of the dramatic final scene in the original 1968 Planet of the
Apes film.-

Remains of Herod’s Winter Palace today

What it looked like in its prime:
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Jericho in OT Times
The Waters of Jericho Purified (2 Kings 2:18-22) by Elisha. Spring named after him.
-- 19 The people of the city said to Elisha, “Look, our lord, this town is well situated, as you can see, but the water is bad and the land is unproductive.” 20 “Bring me a new bowl,” he said, “and put salt in it.” So they
brought it to him. 21 Then he went out to the spring and threw the salt into it, saying, “This is what the Lord says: ‘I have healed this water. Never again will it cause death or make the land unproductive.’” 22 And
the water has remained pure to this day, according to the word Elisha had spoken.

Transfer of authority from Elijah to Elisha was at Jericho area
Most famous story:
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■
■

Joshua leading Hebrews into Promised Land
Jericho was a Canaanite Stronghold
o Altars have been found
o Walled City
▪ Important for protection, status
▪ Gates important – hard to secure; all people come and go; strategic place for
judges to sit.

Who fought the Battle of Jericho? Joshua 6:1-27
6Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites; no one came out and no one went in.
2The Lord said to Joshua, ‘See, I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and soldiers. 3You
shall march around the city, all the warriors circling the city once. Thus you shall do for six days, 4with
seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark.
On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets.
5When they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then
all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and all the people
shall charge straight ahead.’
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….

8 As Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the Lord went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following
them. 9And the armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets; the rearguard came after the
ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10To the people Joshua gave this command: ‘You shall not
shout or let your voice be heard, nor shall you utter a word, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you
shall shout.’ 11So the ark of the Lord went around the city, circling it once; and they came into the camp,
and spent the night in the camp.
[Intimidation sound – like white out.]
… 14On the second day they marched around the city once and then returned to the camp. They did this
for six days.
15 On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched around the city in the same manner seven
times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16And at the seventh time,
when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, ‘Shout! For the Lord has given you
the city.
17The city and all that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and
all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers we sent.
[Casemate Walls]
18As for you, keep away from the things devoted to destruction, so as not to covet and take any of the
devoted things and make the camp of Israel an object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. 19But all
silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of
the Lord.’ 20So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound
of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down flat; so the people charged straight
ahead into the city and captured it. 21Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in
the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys. 22 Joshua said to the two
men who had spied out the land, ‘Go into the prostitute’s house, and bring the woman out of it and all
who belong to her, as you swore to her.’ 23So the young men who had been spies went in and brought
Rahab out, along with her father, her mother, her brothers, and all who belonged to her—they brought
all her kindred out—and set them outside the camp of Israel. 24They burned down the city, and
everything in it; only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of
the house of the Lord.
■

What would you expect to find as an archeologist?
o
o
o
o
o

Sign: “Welcome to Jericho; please drive friendly”
Ruins of walls – dating from around 1300 BC
Mass graves of inhabitants – Canaanite – from around 1300 BC
Burn marks on walls
Sign: “Rahab the prostitute lives here…”
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o

Casemate walls

o

Gates

Archeology:
Archeologist found Jericho’s wall, destroyed, which corroborated Bible story.

Kathleen Kenyon, British, re-excavated the site over 1952–1958
●
●

introduced new excavation technique in Palestine: the box grid system,
Instead of exposing complete buildings,
o the stratigraphy, or layers, in the soil: floors, foundation trenches for walls,
debris from the destruction of houses, and accumulation of litter on streets.
o also fine-tuned the study of the excavated pottery and looked not only at
complete pots, as most excavators before her had done, but also at the
abundant broken pottery sherds found in each excavated layer.

How archeologists work.
o
o

Don’t focus on monumental architecture; focus on the small stuff to date the big stuff.
Small sections – squares/Boxes in a grid
o Importance of knowing where something was found and what was around it.
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o

Layers of civilization – my kids memory boxes
o
o

Carlisle is higher now than in days of trains and horses. Roads have been built up.
Clues:
▪ Pottery – thin
▪ Coins
▪ Types of metal – Bronze/Iron
▪ “Technology” -- metal hooks vs. wood vs. stone; concrete (1890s) vs. MacAdam
1820 vs. cobblestone. Cobblestone/MacAdam/Concrete; Manual Type-writer,
Electric Type-writer,
▪ Artistic style: Gothic, Romanesque, baroque eras.
● Green shag carpet
▪ Cultural reference (if you found an Elvis Presley CD:
● Must be from after 1935 plus 20 years or so
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●

Era of CDs – after 1984; 2002 when CDs eclipsed Cassettes
Blue Hymnal vs Red Hymnal
Photo of church building – with or without Portico
■ Jack featured/Jennifer featured

Sifting for remains

She found destroyed wall was Early Bronze Age construction
●
●
●

the destruction occurred at an earlier time, hundreds of years earlier, during a
well-attested Egyptian campaign of that period,
Jericho deserted throughout the mid-late 13th century BCE, the time of Joshua's battle.
tell was unoccupied from the late 15th century until the 10th/9th centuries BCE.[2]
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There is evidence of an earthquake around the 13th Century, but no evidence of a wall
falling at that time.
If Walls fell by Earthquake, which they thought was God – does it make the story of God’s love and power
any less important?
If the walls fell 50 year/500 years/2000 years earlier – does it make the story less true that
■
■

Joshua had an easy victory
Woman named Rahab was essential to Hebrew success

Issue of Double Standards:
■

What is another event that supposedly happened 3300 years ago do we hold to an exacting
standard?

If the story isn’t historical/factual, is it true?
■
■
■

God fought the battle of Jericho
God gave them victory
Does it matter how it happened?

