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Diamonds in the Dust 14: Jesus Christ: The Wonder Years –
Tabgha, Magdala, and Tiberias

Tabgha – Home of 3 Churches of Commemoration
● Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes - Feeding the 5000 (all four
Gospels)
● Miraculous catch of fish and restoration of Peter (John 21)
● Sermon on the Mount; Mount of the Beatitudes (near by) (Matt 5)
Also around Tabgha:
● Calling of Disciples (Mark 1:16-20)
● Healing of the Leper (Mt 8:1-4)
● Resurrection appearance (Matt 28:16-20; 1 Cor 15:6)
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Feeding the Five Thousand
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed
him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When
it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may
go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them,
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he
said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,
twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
Why is this miracle important to us? What does it teach us about God
and ourselves?
The Church of the Multiplication
● Modern construction
● Roman Catholic
○ Benedictine
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Arson and Vandalism
● 2015 – auxiliary building next to church damaged– arson
● Hebrew graffiti, with the words "false idols will be smashed",
taken from the Jewish prayer Aleinu*,
Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and burn their
Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the idols of their gods and wipe out
their names from those places. Deuteronomy 12:3

"false idols will be smashed"
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Five Israeli Jews age up to 24 arrested, associated with Jewish
extremist, ultra-nationalist "Hilltop Youth".

Church building is constructed on and over rock where Jesus multiplied
the loaves and fish to feed the 5000.
The Altar

5

Note mosaic on floor in front of Lord’s Table: What’s wrong with this
picture?

● Note the number of loaves in the basket. Where’s the fifth
loaf?
● Note the fish – what type fish are they?
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Mount of the Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount)
Matt 5:1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside
and sat down. His disciples came to Him, and He began to teach them,
saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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How did this site get chosen to commemorate the Sermon on the
Mount?
Fr. Jerome Murphy-O'Connor
● Beautiful
● where Byzantine pilgrims ate their picnics – long associated
with meals

Mount of Beatitudes Church Building
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● Octagonal design for the “8” Beatitudes
● Run by The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (FMCIM), known as the Sisters of Egypt

Church of the Primacy of Saint Peter

John 21 – After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,[a] Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing.
4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish,
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have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net
to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, only about a hundred yards off.
9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish
on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who
are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took
the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead.
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16
A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,
“Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
The Church Building
● Heptapegon = Tabgha.
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○ From Greek"Heptapegon", lit. "seven springs"
● Built 1903.
● What kind of stone? Basalt.

Mensa Christi = “Table of Christ” = Limestone rock where resurrected
Jesus ate with disciples, restored Peter, commanded Peter to “feed
my sheep.”
The Rest of the Story – John 21:18ff
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18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your
own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around
you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he
said to him, “Follow me.”
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he
was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said,
“Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he
said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my
will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!” 23 So
the rumor spread in the community[c] that this disciple would not die.
Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If it is my will
that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”
24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written
them, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 But there are also
many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written
down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that
would be written.
What would be a more accurate name for this Church? Church of the
○
○
○
○

“Restoration of Saint Peter”
“Commissioning of Saint Peter”
“Servanthood and Death of Saint Peter”
“Primacy of the Beloved Disciple (!)”

Magdala/Migdal
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Why is Magdala important?
● Large fishing village – 40,000 (Josephus) or 4,000 (Best guess)
● Mary Magdalene = Mary of Magdala
● Strong Jewish community – 2 Synagogues discovered!
○ Unprecedented for Galilee
○ Why two?
■ Location? Near work place vs. near homes
■ Division? No sign of disagreement
■ Wealth? One is fancier than the other
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Migdal Mosaic

Mosaic floor from 5th Century CE Magdala church. Uncovered 1970s.
Synagogue layout:
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Uncovered during the 2009 excavation of the Migdal Synagogue
● stood in center of Synagogue,
● tall enough for podium for someone seated
● carved with images of the Temple
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Tiberias
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Tiberias Baths = Hamat Tiberias
● 17 Natural mineral springs
● 1 mile south of Tiberias
● famous for curative powers for 3,000+ years.
Important in Jesus’ Time (But Jesus probably didn’t visit)
● founded around 20 CE
● By Antipas: Son of Herod the Great
○ Capital of Antipas’s Tetrararchy
● Named after Roman Emperor Tiberius
● Started pagan, become important Jewish city for Rabbis after
Jewish-Roman wars (66-135 AD).
● Sea of Galilee became known as Sea of Tiberias;
○ Jewish population called it 'Yam Ha-Kineret'

Emperor Tiberias
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Who was Roman Emperor Tiberius?
● 42 BC – AD 37
● second Roman emperor (followed Augustus Caesar)
● reigned from AD 14 – 37
● Reluctant head of state
● succeeded by grand-nephew and adopted grandson, Germanicus'
son Caligula

Herod Antipas
Who was Herod Antipas “That Fox”
● born before 20 BC – died after 39 AD
● Tetrarch ("ruler of a quarter" of Father’s empire)
○ referred to as King in Bible – never held the title
○ ruled Galilee and Perea as a client state of the Roman
Empire
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● Involved in execution of John the Baptist and Jesus
○ Fox = Rat, pest (not “clever”)
● responsible for building projects at Sepphoris/Zippori and
Tiberias
Antipas and Tiberias:
○ Named it after emperor. Why?
○ Modeled after a Greek city
○ Antipas had palace there with Greek statues (not Kosher!)
○ coins bore no images (Kosher)
○ encouraged Herodians:
■ wealthy Jews who supported him and tolerated
Roman authority.
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*The Aleinu Prayer – denotes the Jewish people’s struggle over being
the “Chosen People” – Associated with Rosh Hoshannah and with
Joshua conquering Canaanites and the land of Canaan
It is our duty to praise the Master of all, to acclaim the
greatness of the One who forms all creation.
For God did not make us
like the nations of other
lands, and did not make us the same as other
families of the Earth. God did
not place us in the same situations as others, and
our destiny is not the same
as anyone else's.
…. Adonai is our
God, there is none else.
Our God is truth, and nothing else compares.
…Therefore we put our hope in You, Adonai our God,
to soon see the glory of
Your strength, to remove all idols from the Earth,
and to completely cut off
all false gods; to repair the world, Your holy
empire….

