
Diamonds in the Dust – 11 

John the Baptist and Jesus 
 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  Luke 1:76ff 

 

Who was John the Baptist? 

● John’s Parents  

Luke 1:5  5…there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her 
name was Elizabeth.  

Elizabeth 

● Old, “barren” 

● daughter and granddaugter of a priest; wife of a priest 

● spent her whole life within walking distance of the Temple 

● Related somehow to Mary – “Kinswoman”  

o Cousins?  Second Cousins?  

▪ Elizabeth is much older than Mary.  

Zechariah – Priest; descendant of Aaron 

● What were his responsibilities in the Temple 

● Incense, Menorah 

● Not a butcher – that was for the Levites 

▪ Old, “barren” 

 

o An only child 
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Dating John’s Birth  -- Luke 1:5 In the days of King Herod of Judea… 

                                    Which Herod? Herod Archelaus (Dates:  4BC-6AD) 
 

 

Dating John’s Ministry 

Luke 3: 3   In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

● fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, (Tiberius crowned 14AD; 

therefore 29AD). 

● Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  (26–36 CE) 

● Herod was ruler of Galilee, and (4 BCE – 39 CE) 

● brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, (4 BCE and 34 

CE) 
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● Lysanias ruler of Abilene (??) obscure non-Jewish ruler. An inscr. (CIG, 

4521) discovered at Abila established that there was a later “Lysanias the 

tetrarch.” The inscr. related to the dedication of a temple contains the words, 

“on behalf of the salvation of the Lords Imperial and their whole household” by 

“Nymphaies, a freedman of Lysanias, the tetrarch.” The mention of “the Lords 

Imperial” may refer to the joint rule of Augustus and Tiberius (Leaney), placing 

the inscr. as late as a.d. 11, or, more prob., to Tiberius and his mother Julia 

(Ramsay), thus giving a time between a.d. 14 and 29. Clearly this establishes a 

tetrarch Lysanias at the very time that Luke mentions. 
 

● during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas (18 AD to 36 AD).  

Annas was father-in-law of Caiaphas. 

     What year meets all dating criteria?  29AD—year John met Jesus 

Location of John’s Ministry -- Judean Wilderness (desert mountains) outside 

Jerusalem -- Luke 1:76 ff -- Zechariah’s Prophecy -- The child grew and became 

strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to 

Israel.   
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● Home of Qumran Community – Near Dead Sea 

o Traits of the Essenes 

▪ Had given up on Temple leadership 

● Called for God to start over 

▪ Lived in community; communal 

▪ Authored and protected Dead Sea Scrolls 

▪ Relationships:  practiced celibacy for the most part 

▪ Essene Diet included: 

▪ Locusts:  The Damascus Documenta (Zadokite Fragment) 

attests the practice of eating roasted or boiled 

locusts/grasshoppers  

▪ Cultivated Honey:   Philo: “Some of them labor on the 

land…and some superintend the swarms of bees. 

Practiced a kind of Mikveh ritual that included repentance and renunciation 

of evil. 

 

Mikveh at Qumran 
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Was John an Essene? 

o Differences from Essenes 

▪ He Didn’t live in community 

▪ They didn’t engage outsiders – John did. 

▪ He offered their kind of baptism to everyone 

o Similarities with Essenes 

▪ Same location 

▪ Similar message 

▪ Similar diet -- John is said to eat locusts and wild honey, not 

cultivated honey. 

● John’s clothing and food: 

Camel hair  

 
 

Leather belt 

Wild “honey” – from bees, tree sap, fruit (figs, dates) 
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Locusts = grasshoppers? 

 

Or carob seeds?  

 

Locust Tree or Carob Tree -- up to 10 meters tall (c. 30+ feet) 
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● seed pods up to a foot long 

● harvested using a long pole with a sharp attachment:  pruning hook 

● Inside pods: sweet pulp  

o ´husks´ fed to the swine Luke.15:16 

o can be eaten raw,  

o liquid can be served as a drink  

o turned into a powder to store and used to enhance the flavor of soups 

and stews. 

● Seeds:  good source of protein, fat, carbohydrates fiber.  

 

● often called the poor man's bread  or St. John’s Bread (Mark 1:6)  

 

 
 

Note:  “The term "carat" is from the Greek word keration, alluding to weighing 
gold and gemstones against the seeds of the carob tree.  Locust seed was also 
used as the standard weight for the shekel. 

 

http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=11763&page=207
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Was he a Nazarite?   

Matthew 3:15 He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his 

birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

What about No haircuts, no dead bodies? 

How was John the Baptist related to Jesus? 

Relations between John and Jesus – second cousins?  First Cousins once 

removed? 

o Similarites with Jesus 

▪ Both had disciples 

▪ Both preached words of challenge 

▪ Both took on the Temple and Temple authorities 

▪ Both births were announced by angels 

▪ Both births were miraculous 

▪ Both executed 

 

o Differences with Jesus 

▪ Jesus performed miracles; John didn’t 

▪ John baptized; Jesus didn’t 

▪ John didn’t drink or feast; Jesus did 

Matt 9:14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why 

do we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not 

fast?’ 15And Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot 

mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The 

days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 

and then they will fast. 

▪ John was based in Judea and focused on Jewish people; Jesus 

was based in the Galilee and worked with both Jews and 

Gentiles 

▪ John didn’t leave open the possibilty that he was the Messiah; 

Jesus knew he was. 
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● The Promised Last Prophet in the Mold of Elijah 

Malachi -- Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 

me. Malachi 3:1  

Messiah will be preceded by a prophet.  Who will resemble Elijah. 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 

day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 

children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike 

the land with a decree of utter destruction. Malachi 4:5-6    

▪ John Compared to Elijah –  

1) Angel Gabriel’s words: (Luke 1) 

17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,  

2) John denied being Elijah:  “As John the Baptist was preaching and 

baptizing, the Pharisees sent a delegation to question him about his 

identity and ministry. When John denied being the Messiah, his 

interrogators immediately asked, “What then? Are you Elijah?” John’s 

answer was simple and straightforward: “I am not” (John 1:21).  

 

3) Jesus called him “Elijah who is to come” (Matt 11:14).    

Isaiah:  Gospel writers agree that John was the one Isaiah was writing about: 

Luke 3:4:   as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
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● Jesus’ Rival or relative? – not depicted as intimate as relatives. 

o John’s disciples do this… Why do you eat and drink 

o John’s diesciples asks who Jesus is – are you the one? 

o Pharisees don’t know what to make of the two. 

 

Jesus on John:  

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 

written, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 

 
o “Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11a).  

o Jesus doesn’t call John cousin or relative. 

o “Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” 

(Matthew 11:11b).  

o John did not see himself as a rival  

▪ Not worthy to baptize or carry sandals (Matthew 3:11, 13–14). 

▪ But he wanted to be sure; many false messiahs in those days.  

Mark 1: 29 -- The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I 
said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” 
31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.’ 32And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And 
I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
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Gospel of John -- says John the Baptist is subordinate   

John 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself 

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him 

and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.” ’)  

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 

Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they 

said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?’ 23He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John 

answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 

John 3: 22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and 

he spent some time there with them and baptized. 23John also was baptizing at 

Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming 

and were being baptized— 24John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison. 

25 Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. 

26They came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, the one who was with you across 

the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.’ 

27John answered, ‘No one can receive anything except what has been given from 



12 
 

heaven. 28You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, “I am not the Messiah, but 

I have been sent ahead of him.” 29He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 

friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 

bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. 30He must increase, 

but I must decrease.’ 

John is Famous for two things:  His message and his Baptism 

● Messiah is coming soon to cleanse the Temple -- 15 As the people were filled 

with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-

floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.’ 

 

● Conversion/Circumcision of the Heart through Baptism and Repentance -- 7 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy 

of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 9Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 

 

● Prepare by Living Ethically – Righteous living --10 And the crowds asked him, 

‘What then should we do?’ 11In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.’ 12Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the 

amount prescribed for you.’ 14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should 

we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 

 

● Share and Stop oppressing the poor 
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Where did John Baptize? 

   

Why Jordan river 

● Boundary place 

● Powerful place of beginnings:  crossed by Joshua entering Promised land. 
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We remember and affirm baptism on the trip. 

The Death of John the Baptist 

 

14At that time Herod (Antipas) the ruler heard reports about Jesus; 2and he said to his 

servants [about Jesus], ‘This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and for this 

reason these powers are at work in him.’  

3For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife, 4because John had been telling him, ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.’ 

5Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him 

as a prophet. 6But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias [Salome] danced 

before the company, and she pleased Herod 7so much that he promised on oath to grant her 

whatever she might ask. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the 

Baptist here on a platter.’ 9The king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 

guests, he commanded it to be given; 10he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. 11The 
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head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. 12His 

disciples came and took the body and buried it; then they went and told Jesus. 

Salome -- daughter of Herod Philip and of Herodias.  

Herodias -- stepdaughter of Herod Antipas, who executed John the Baptist  

Took place at Herod Antipas’ Palace:  Machareus – Built by Herod the Great 

 

Machareus Ruins 
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After baptism, Jesus goes to wilderness for 40 days and returns to Galilee area. 

When Jesus hears of John’s execution Jesus lowers his profile and focuses on the 

Gospel Triangle in the Galilee away from Judea, but still in Antipas’s territory. 
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